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Hepatitis B Vaccination and Serology

• If a higher-risk for infection – checking for chronic 
disease (Page 224 IHB)

•Post-vaccination testing, if required to confirm 
immunity due to being at higher risk (Table 8.6 IHB)

•Routine pre-vaccination serology not recommended



Hepatitis B Vaccination Schedules

Routine 

• 0, 1 and 6mths

• Children aged 11-15 years 2 doses (10mcg) with 4-6 gap

ASAP schedule 

0,1 and 2mths (min 4week gap)

• If serology require should be done one month post final 
dose



Hepatitis B Vaccination Schedules – eligible 
adults

Dialysis, liver & kidney
•0, 1 & 6 months (40mcg)

HIV
•0, 1, 2 and 12mths (10 or 20mcg)

Other eligible
•0, 1 and 6 months (10 or 20mcg)

Pg 222 IHB



Hepatitis B non-responder

•Second full course of Hepatitis B vaccine

•Serology 4 weeks later

• If still no seroconversion

•Some evidence that a course double HepA&B
vaccine may correct this 

•Treat as unprotected, although vaccine failure are 
rare eg HBIG on exposure



Eligibility for funded vaccines

•All children <18 years of age irrespective of 
immigration status

•Adults >18 years of age
•New Zealand residents
• Registered refugees
•Migrants holding a visa which provides health services 

i.e. 2 year working visa





Additional vaccines funded for special 
groups

Eligibility criteria is defined in the Pharmaceutical 

schedule on the PHARMAC website 

www.pharmac.govt.nz – ‘Health Professionals’, 

‘Pharmaceutical schedule’, ‘Vaccinations’

http://www.pharmac.govt.nz/




Hepatitis B vaccine for
babies born to HBsAg-positive mothers

There is a protocol for managing infants born to 
hepatitis B positive mothers



Management of a baby of a HBsAg-positive 
woman

• Hepatitis B immunoglobulin 
(HBIG)

• Hepatitis B vaccine
Birth

• Schedule vaccines that include
DTaP-IPV-Hep B/Hib (Infanrix®-
hexa)

6 weeks
3 months
5 months

• Check serology for hepatitis B 
disease and immunity

9 Months



Resources

Immunisation Handbook 2017

www.health.govt.nz

Ministry of Health resources

www.healthed.govt.nz

IMAC website, fact sheets and videos

www.immune.org.nz

http://www.health.govt.nz/
http://www.healthed.govt.nz/
http://www.immune.org.nz/

